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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2015-867
Sponsor: Council President at the request of the General Council
Date of Introduction: December 8, 2015
Committee(s) of Reference: LUZ
Date of Analysis: December 9, 2015
Type of Action: Repealing Ordinance Code Chapter 656
Bill Summary: This bill repeals Chapter 656 (Zoning Code), PART 4 (Supplementary Regulations), Subpart B (Miscellaneous Regulations), Section 656.421 (Donation Collection Bins Prohibited), Ordinance Code in its entirety; and replaces it with a new Chapter 656 (Zoning Code), Part 4 (Supplementary Regulations), Subpart B (Miscellaneous Regulations), Section 656.421 (Donation Collection Bins), to provide regulations concerning the placement and use of donation collection bins within Duval County.
Background Information:   The City Council passed Ordinance 2015-0327-E on May 12, 2015. The legislation prohibited the placement of donation collection bins, defined as, any stationary or free-standing container, receptacle or similar device located outdoors on any property and in any zoning category within Duval County for the solicitation and collection of donated items. Existing donation collection bins were to be removed within sixty (60) days of the effective date. Failure to comply would result in a civil infraction and removal of donation collection bin by the City of Jacksonville; and all costs associated would be the responsibility of the owner.
Go Green Charity Recyclers filed a lawsuit claiming violation of equal protection and free speech. The City and Go Green attorneys have been in settlement discussions. The judge issued a December 15th deadline for a status report which will include notification that new legislation has been filed with City Council. The bill will follow normal committee cycle rotation to allow Council members an opportunity to review and/or amend.

Policy Impact Area: Planning & Development Department, Regulatory Compliance Department
Fiscal Impact: Undetermined
Analyst: Mitchell
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